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J is commonly obſerv'd, and we have too often felt, what the power and miſchief of Party-names is. Were it 
no more, than that they ſerve to form and diſtinguiſh Parties, that makes them as miſchievous to Government, 
as divided Parties. Nothing is fo apt to deceive us into very falſe Opinions of Men, as when ſuch Names are 
either ignorantly or deſignedly applied to wrong Perſons ; which not only diſturbs human Converſation, and 
4 many times deprives us of the moſt uſeful and deſirable Friendſhips, but impoſes upon the Government too, 
in the advancement of unfit Perſons to Publick Truſts, and excluding ſuch as are beſt qualified to ſerve God, their 
King, and their Country, both in Church and State. This is viſible in all Publick Elections: Names give Characters, 
and form a Party; and Choices are made according as Names are given, at all adventures. 
I ſhall not take notice now of ſuch Names as ſignifie arbitrarily, and which the different Parties give each other 
% as terms of reproach ; but there is one very good Name, which is very much abus'd, and does the greater miſchief, 
when miſapply'd, by being ſo very good; I mean the name CHURCH-MAN, or CHURCH OF ENGLAND- 
MAN, which ſome appropriate to themſelves, who have little right to it, and deny it thoſe who beſt anſwer, and 
moſt honour that Name. And that the World may not be impos'd on by ſuch Perſons, I ſhall briefly repreſent 
the true Character of a CHURCH-MAN, that we may the better judge to whom this name belongs, and who 
they are that unjuſtly uſurp it. | | | 
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church; which was oppo d to Faction and Sedition, not to a Legal Government, For Obedience is a Duty owing to ſetled 
Y | Governments, adminiſtred by Legal Methods; though there may be, as in all Governments, in the imperfect ſtate of this 
144 World, there ever have and will be, ſeveral faults and miſcarriages in the Adminiſtration ;; but does not extend, nor was 
ft ever ſo intended, to the ſubverſion of Laws, and our civil and religious Rights, at the Will of the Prince. But the Church 
[ # : of England i: « profeſt Enemy to all the Arts of Sedition and Faction aud embroiling Governments; and would not be a true 
= _. Chriſtian-Church, sf it were not; and therefore theſe Men muſt not paſs for Church-men, who are Seditious and Factious 
* and uneaſie ro Government, without regard to the Perſon or Authority of the Prince, any longer than they are courted or bri- 
bed; and without allowing a common reſpect, either in their Converſation or Writings, to ſuch of their Spiritual Fathers as 
| w not, upon all accounts, to fall in with their Humor and Fancy. The Church of England reaches her Sons, when they 
ee defects in their Governours Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to conceal, lament, and excuſe them, and all ont of a dutiſul 
1 regard ro che Character they bear. But to expoſe failings where they are, or to make them where they are not, God be than d, 
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was ue ver any part of the Spirit of our Church. It always inſtilbd more Loyal and Religious Leſſons: But our Superiours 
in Church and State have the leſs reaſon to be ſurpriſd at this Treatment; becauſe a boundleſs liberty of Railing, both in 4 
publick and private, againſt all who were not pexfeltly of their own mind, has been all along the great Characteriſtick of that 5 
fort of Church-men, and, in many inſtances, all the title they could pretend to the Name. TH | 
V. A Church of England Man is one who rakes the meaſures of his behaviour as a Son of the Church, from the Rule that 
our Church her ſelf bas, laid down ſor his direction, in her Liturgy and Rubrick, her Articles, Homilies and Canons. 
This, as grounded in Scripture our great Rule, is the Path that our Conſtitution has mark'd out; ana as they who walk in it, 
(that is, who worſhip God, and obey their Superionrs in ſuch a manner as theſe preſcribe ) are truly Church-men ; ſo the reſt *, 
ho deviate from the Rule on either ſide, have no title to the Name. They that will not come up to it, are Diſſenters on 
the one fide ;, and if any go beyoad it, they are Diſſenters on the other, i. e. both of them diſſent and differ, in their prin- 
ciples and practices, from the eftablih'd Rules of the Church, Of the latter fort are they who value themſelves at this day up- 
61 the name of High-Church-mena : and at for others, who keep ſtrittly to the Rules of Church-Communion and Worſhip, 
end think it a breach of that Rule to go higher than the Church it ſelf has directed, all theſe they deſpiſe, as men of a Lowe 2 
Church: who yet are way the true and anly Church- men; while the other exalted Pretences are no leſs a deviation 
from the True Church, than Superſtition is from the True Religion. | 
VI. A Church-man #s one, who governs himſelf by Principle, and not by the uncertain turns of Humor or Intereſt, He 
will not be zealous for Monarchy and Epiſcopacy at one time, and at another fall in with meaſures for diminiſhing the juſt 
Pereragatiue, aud depreſſing his Eccleſtaſtical Superiours. Nor will he turn Advocate for the Popular Election of Biſhops,  _ 
when he finds his Aims not ſo likely to ſucceed at Court: A Scheme that has been mention d with approbation by a certain 10 
Party in this Reign, who in another would have call d it a Republican Device to leſſen the Royal Preregative, and a Fauati- 
cal contrivance to maintain perpetual Factions and Parties among the Clergy of every Dioceſe. In ſhort, a Church man 
55 Uniform under all Governments, and is not to be drawn by private Animoſities and Reſentments, from purſuing methods 
that really are, and himſclf has all along declared to be, the Supports of our Conſtitution, and the Foundations of Peace and Or- 


der in Church and State. | E 


BUT yet ſuch Men, who have neither the Faith nor Worſhip, nor Morals, nor Loyalty, nor Steadineſs, which 
the Church of England teaches her Children, would be thought very good Church. men, becauſe they profeſsa great 
Zeal to preſerve the preſent Conſtitution of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſh'd : And I muſt own thisa very good 
reaſon, (eſpecially, could we have any ſecurity of them) to prefer them before the profeſt Enemies of our Con- 
ſtitution. For it is very happy (and we ought to thank God for it) when they do any thing this way; but not to 
own them CHURCH-MEN, for reaſons1 ſhall ſoon give. For, I beſeech you, what ſecurity can we have of 
thoſe Men, who have no Reverence for God, nor for their Prince ? How ſhould they have any value for the 
Church, who have no value for Religion? We ought to be thankful to God, when he ſo wiſely orders things by 
his Providence, as to make it the intereſt of bad Men to favour and protect his Church; but we have nc reaſon to 
depend upon Men, of no Principles, and no Religion ? While their Intereſt and the Church is on a lide, we may 
expect them our Friends; but Intereſt will not lye. If the Church and Intereſt part, farewel the Church. 
But to paſs over this. A Church. man mult lignifie one, who is for preſerving the Eſſential Conſtitution of the 
Church. Now, the Conſtitution of the Church of England is the ſame, that has been the Conſtitution of the 
Catholick Church, ever ſince the Apoſtolick Age, or as long as we have any Authentick Records of the Church ; 
that is, The Government of the Church is in Biſhops with Presbyters and Deacons under them. Ours is a National 
Church, and divided into Two Provinces; each Province hath a Metropolitan, with a ſuperiour Juriſdiction over _ 
all the Biſhops and Clergy of his Province; which ſome think an Fpoſtolical, but it is certain, is a very ancie t 
Conſtitution of the Catholick Church. | | 
Now whatever pretences may be made, I cannot think nor call theſe Church- men who endeavour to overthrow 
this ancient Conſtitution of the Catholick Church, to which the Church of England is ſo exactly conform'd, as we 
know has by ſome been lately attempted. For to deny the Metropolitan any ſort of Authority of convening and 
preſiding in Synods,(which neceſſarily carries with it the Authority of Continuations or Prorogations) any otherwiſe 
than as the King's Miniſter (which is a C:v:l,not an Eccleſiaſtical and Metropolitical Authority) and to make a Synod of 
Presbyters an independent Houſe, and co-ordinate Power with their Biſhops, when they themſelves do and muft 
own, that there never was a diſtin Synod of Presbyters, much leſs a co-ordinate Houſe of meer Presbyters, in 
any other Epiſcopal Church in the World, and can never ſhew, when the Church of England broke off from the 
Catholick Church, and renounced the Metropolitical and Epiſcopal Authority ; this is to oppoſe the eſſential con- . 
ſtitutioa of an Epiſcopal Church, as the Church of England is. While ſome, who call themſelves great Churcb. men, | 
are declaiming againſt the Uſurpations of the Civil Power upon the Church, they have taken great pains, to ex- 
pound the Act of Submiſſion, and the King's Supremacy, to ſuch a ſence, as neither our Princes, nor Lawyers ever 
thought on; to make all Church Authority a perfect creature of the State, that Presbyters may challenge a co- 
ordinate Power with their Biſhops. 5 | 1 8 
But this is too long a diſpute to enter upon at preſent, and may deſerve a particular eonſideration; for it ſeems J 
a meer jeſt, for Men to pretend a mighty Zeal for the Rights and Liberties of the Church, and upbraid their Supe- 
riours with betraying the Rights of the Church ; while they themſelves are overthrowing the ancient Conſtitution 
of the Catholick Church, and of the Church of England with it: And how fit ſuch Men are to lead them, I hope 
all honeſt Epiſcopal Clergy-men will conſider, „ 4 
And now, all I have to add is, a caution againſt being impoſed on by the Name CHURCH-MAN. If any . 
have a mind, for other reaſons, to chuſe Atheiſtical Men, or profligate Sinners, and ſeditious, fatious, violent 
opts, repreſent them; let them not do it under the Character of Church-men : For this is a mighty ſcandal 
upon the Church of England, to own thoſe for Church-men, who are knowa to have no Religion : This hath, 
and does to this day, give great Scandal to Diſſenters, that many Atheiſtical, Lewd, Profligate People, who mani- 
teſtly have no Religion, pretend to be of the Church of England. This cannot be avoided indeed, unleſs the 
Diſcipline of the Church could be effectually reviv'd. For Men of no Religion, if they muſt profeſs any, will pre- 
tend to the legally eſtabliſh'd Church and Religion; but if we cannot always fling them ont of the Church, yet! 
| think we ought not to own them; for that would be to fix a very ill Character upon our Church, our Religion, 
| and our Selves. | „ | 
And beſides this, had we to deal with any Prince of leſs Prudence, and Temper, and Inſight into Men, than 
his preſent Gracious Majeſty, whom God long preſerve; what an Opinion would this give him of the Church of 
* when he ſhould find many (inconſiderately own'd to be Patrons of it) to have no Religion, no Morals "Y 
— * 3 and factious, and great diſturbers of His Government, and of all that he deſigns well for 
u C | | | . 1 . * 
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